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Publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 

Parks  and  Open  Space  on  the  Waterfront 

Recent  years  have  brought  many  parks  and  plazas  to 
an  area  that  was  once  a  working  shipping,  warehouse  and 
market  area.  While  parks,  plazas  and  open  spaces  are  all 
designed  to  please  people, their  essential  differences  are 
interesting  and  important.  Parks  have  trees  ana  grass  and 
are  suitable  for  wild  life.  Plazas,  paved  and  decorated, 
emphasize  the  architecture  of  the  city.  Open  space  is  a 
newer  concept  which  may  include  both  parks  and  plazas  as 
well  as  unspecified  places  exempted  from  buildings  and 
development . 

A  new  plan  for  the  remodeling  of  the  Ferry  Building 
includes  further  development  of  the  parks  and  plazas  at 
the  foot  of  Market  Street.  At  the  present  time  the  Pier 
which  serves  the  Golden  Gate  Ferry  and  Pier  7  gives  public 
access  to  the  water  and  good  views  of  the  Bay  Bridge  and 
the  city.  The  park  just  north  of  Justin  Herman  Plaza  is 
being  relandscaped  and  replanted.  All  the  parks  and  plazas 
at  the  foot  of  Market  and  north  to  Broadway  await  the 
removal  of  the  ele.vated  freeway. 

Sidney  Walton  Park,  one  block  from  the  waterfront, 
remains  as  a  model  of  what  a  small  urban  park  can  and 
should  be.  Large  trees,  fine  art  and  careful  design 
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that  has  no  room  for  commercial  messages  make  this  little 
park  a  truly  pleasant  refuge. 

Levi's  Plaza  and  park  are  well  into  construction  this 
January.  Most  of  the  concrete  for  the  fountains  has  been 
poured  and  topsoil  is  being  moved  in.  Opening  of  the  park 
had,  been  planned  for  this  spring  or  early  summer,  though 
it  may  be  delayed  to  late  summer.  Lawrence  Halprin's 
design  includes  a  more  urban  plaza  between  the  office 
buildings  west  of  Battery  and  a  more  natural  park  on  the 
Bay  side  of  the  project.  The  completion  of  this  project 
will  result  in  a  continuous  green  strip  of  park  and  garden 
from  the  top  of  Telegraph  Hill  down  the  Filbert  Steps  to 
the  open  water  of  the  Bay. 


The  generous  park  of  grass  and  trees  along  the  Embar- 
cadero  from  Chestnut  to  Bay  is  part  of  the  Francisco  Bay 
Office  Park,  a  private  development.  This  delightful  green 
area  was  given  to  the  neighbors  with  little  ceremony,  but 
ILs  very  much  appreciated. 

The  southeastern  half  of  the  Pier  39  park  is  nearly 
complete  two  and  a  quarter  years  after  the  promised 
October  4,  1978  opening.  The  area  near  Pier  35  remains 

a  jumbled  mess.  Since  the  Pier  39  project  was  denied 
permission  to  build  a  warehouse  in  this  area,  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  remove  from  public  access  the  planned 
walk  between  the  existing  park  and  pier  and  Pier  35.  The 
new  park  and  pier  area  gives  a  good  view  of  the  water  and 
the  boats  in  the  yacht  harbor.  It  provides  a  children's 
play  area  and  some  pleasant  lawn,  gardens  and  benches. 


The  triangle  of  green  between  the  Embarcadero  and 
Beach  is  completely  dominated  by  signs  advertising  the 
commercial  aspects  of  Pier  39  and  its  parking  garage  and 
will  be  of  little  use  as  a  public  amenity.  It  is  nice 
to  have  this  area  promised  to  the  public  in  green  rather 
as  parking. 

The  promenade  from  the  Ferry  Building  to  Fisherman's 
wharf  is  developing  rapidly.  It  already  includes  many 
(attractive  parks,  plazas  and  piers.  The  public  must  re¬ 
main  vigilant  for  the  full  potential  of  this  area  to  be 
ealized  according  to  plans. 
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DAVID  MYRICK'S  NEW  BOOK 

Telegraph  Hill  has  long  been 
known  as  a  haven  for  artists 
and  writers.  Among  those 
maintaining  this  tradition 
is  David  F.  Myrick,  whose 
seventh  book  has  just  been 
published.  Titled  Rail¬ 
roads  of  Arizona  -  Vol.  II , 
the  book  discusses  railroads 
and  copper  mines  along  the 
Salt  River  as  well  as  the 
founding  and  early  days  of 
such  cities  as  Phoenix, 

Tempe ,  Mesa,  Hayden,  Miami 
and  Globe.  This  book,  with 
over  500  pages  of  text,  in¬ 
cludes  76  maps,  almost  500 
pictures  and  an  index.  It 
is  now  available  at  downtown 
bookstores . 


0T?0§T§ 

HRB 

Q0BLJRS 

The  lower  Filbert  Steps, 
one  of  our  most  beautiful  and 
cohesive  neighborhoods  held  its 
Halloween  party  last  Oct.  31. 
Donated  pumpkins  were  carved 
into  goblins  that  afternoons 
by  Napier  Lane  pumpkinworke^^ 
and  a  small  spread  was  laid 
out  for  the  celebrants. 


Locally,  Myrick  is  best  known 
for  his  book  on  Telegraph 
Hill,  published  in  1972.  He 
has  also  written  articles  and 
pamphlets.  Potosi,  An  Empire 
of  Silver  is  a  brief  history 
of  this  fabled  mining  city 
in  Upper  Peru  (now  Bolivia) . 
Currently,  Myrick  is  working 
on  his  third  volume  on  rail¬ 
roads  in  Nevada  and  Eastern 
California,  with  the  addition 
of  the  stories  of  boats  on  in¬ 
land  lakes  and  long  aerial 
tramways . 


Just  at  dusk,  Grace 
Marchant  appeared  in  her 
witch's  hat  with  a  torch 
to  light  the  candles  in  the 
pumpkins .  They  were  then 
carried  in  procession  to  the 
garden  she  has  created  oppo¬ 
site  her  home,  where  they 
made  a  merry  glow  and  grimaced 
at  the  gathering. 


Mrs.  Marchant  tried  to 
convince  us  that  she  was 
really  a  witch  as  she  held 
court  in  her  living  room, 
but  her  many  admirers  knew 
better.  Mark  your  calendar 
now  to  visit  the  Steps  in 
June  and  July,  when  the  blooi? 
are  at  their  height. 
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 

Editor:  There  are  mixed 

feelings  among  THD  members 
about  the  old  Bauer  & 
Schweitzer  Malt  Works 
(located  between  Francisco 
and  Chestnut,  Powell  and 
Mason).  These  100  ft.  main 
buildings  are  to  be  conver¬ 
ted  to  condominiums .  At  the 
January  Landmarks  Board 
hearing,  historic  site  desig¬ 
nation  was  recommended,  but 
unfortunately  not  including 
the  silos.  Much  testimony 
was  given  by  staff  concerning 
the  urgent  need  for  housing 
in  San  Francisco.  Landmarks 
Board  members  also  noted  the 
great  number  of  taller  build¬ 
ings  from  former  industrial 
days  on  the  Northern  Water¬ 
front  which  have  been  con¬ 
verted  to  other  uses - the 

Cannery,  Ghirardelli  Square, 
Northpoint  and  the  Italian 
Swiss  Colony  Buildings  ex¬ 
ceed  the  present  40  ft. 
height  limit. 

At  issue  is  neither  the 
height  limit  nor  the  proposed 
use  of  the  buildings,  but  the 
loss  of  identity.  Looking 
at  the  Malt  Works  from  a 
distance,  the  dominant 
feature  is  the  row  of  round 
silos,  casting  graceful 
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shadows  and  identifying  the 
work's  purpose.  Once  those 
silos  are  stripped  away, 
won't  we  be  faced  with  yet 
another  square  concrete 
box  like  all  the  other 
buildings,  only  this  one 
over  twice  the  height  of 
surrounding  buildings? 

The  imaginative  devel¬ 
opers  and  architects  cer¬ 
tainly  can  find  some  ways 
to  use  those  gracefully 
curved  silos  which  have 
given  such  a  distinctive 
character  to  this  neighbor¬ 
hood  for  70  years.  Shouldn't 
the  THD  fight  to  preserve  g 
the  silos?  f 

Nancy  Katz 


GOOD  NEWS  FROM  THE  PIER  39 
PARK 

The  long  awaited  park  between 
Piers  39  and  35  is  finally 
taking  shape!  For  details, 
read  the  story  in  this 
Semaphore . 


GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

Tuesday,  February  17 

6:00  Drinks,  7:00  Dinner 
$9.00  including  tax,  tip,  wine 

Old  Spaghetti  Factory 

RSVP  by  Feb.  14:  Ron  Vehlow,  398-3916 
Reservations  after  Feb.  14  are  $10 


SPAGHETTI  FACTORY  LANDMARK 
STATUS 


At  the  January  meeting  of 
the  city  Landmarks  Advisory 
Board,  historic  site  status 
was  recommended  for  the  Old 
Spaghetti  Factory  on  Green 
Street.  The  THD  had  already 
sent  a  letter  to  the  Board 
asking  for  historic  site 
designation  for  not  only  the 
Spaghetti  Factory  but  also 
the  hotel  that  fronts  on 
Grant  Avenue.  This  adjoin¬ 
ing  building  will  be  taken 
™p  at  a  future  meeting  of 

the  Landmarks  Board  since  it 
as  not  included  in  the  orig¬ 
inal  request  initiated  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 


Minden’s  Hallmark  Shops 


350  Bay  Street 
North  Point 
433-2787 


Cards  —  Gifts 

One-Stop  Shopping  for  All  Occasions 
Free  Gift  Wrapping 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


LOUVRE 

CUSTOM 

F 

645  CHESTNUT 

R  A  M  I  N  G 

GR  4-6648 

TheAnrM 

ey  Group 

vve  Li  a  Mil  cue  yuui  imc  auyie  nuu 

creative,  yet  practical,  enduring  design.' 


INTERIOR 

DESIGN/FURNISHINGS 

872  Chestnut  Street  885-5460 


■oris  amo  Mary  Psrcich 

La  Veranda 


307-0631 


Conneloni  - 
Cappuccino  - 


Pizza 

Lascqna 

Espresso 


1400  grant  Avenue 
Cornea  of  union  Street 
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BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 
Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 
1196  Columbus  Avenue 

441-9947  Chevron 


“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car!  ” 

Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


OUTDOOR  TERRACE 
OPEN  DAILY  11  AM 
for 

FOOD  -  BEVERAGE 
PARISIAN  THOUGHT 

1 434-38  UPPER 
GRANT  AVENUE 


“Steam  Beer  Underneath 
a  Fig  Tree  " 


446-480  Green  Street 
GArfield  1  -0221 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RECLAMATORI 


We 

RustijScupper 

1800  Montgomery  St. 
986-1180 


Steaks—  -Prime  Rib—  -Seafood— 


GOALS  FOR  SHOPPING  DISTRICT 

The  goals  of  THD's  North 
Beach  Special  Use  District 
Committee  are  primarily 
twofold:  one,  to  preserve 
residential  use  above  the 
ground  floor  in  areas  now 
zoned  commerical  (i.e. 
Stockton  between  Filbert 
and  Greenwich)  and  two,  to 
lower  the  height  limit  to 
40  feet  in  areas  where  it 
is  now  60  feet  (i.e.  around 
Washington  Square) . 

Whether  these  goals  are 
accomplished  through  Special 
Use  District  study,  rezonincw 
or  ordinance  is  under  consi^p 
eration.  The  Committee  is  in 
touch  with  the  Planning 
Department.  Co-operation 
with  and  understanding  the 
needs  of  the  merchants  is 
of  the  essence,  as  well  as 
coordination  of  efforts  with 
those  interested  in  securing 
landmark  status  for  the  area. 


In  short  -  to  enhance,  to 
beautify,  and  most  important 
to  preserve  the  unique  char¬ 
acteristics  of  this  area. 


AGENDA  FOR  FEB.  17  MEETING 


□  Progress  on  Historic 
District . 

□  Malt  Factory  developments 
and  recommendations. 

□  North  Beach  zoning. 

□  Save  the  Cable  Cars. 

□  Telegraph  Hill  "vigilantes". 


FURNISHED  TH  APT.  for  visiting 
family  or  friends.  Spring  *81. 
LR,  DR,  2  BR  (1  small),  1J§  BA, 
office,  deck.  View  from  G  Gate 
to  Transamerica .  Availability  2 
to  3  months  from  early  April. 
BOB  BULLOCK  391-3645 


□  Telegraph  Hill  tee  shirts 
with  historic  logo  will 
be  available  at  the  meeting, 
or  call  Ruby,  421-6443. 


Hill  apt.  for  friends  or 
relatives  3-6  mos .  from 
5/1.  1  br,  part  furn 
$360  mo.  +  util.  Refs 
No  pets.  M.  Hamm  433-4130 


.WHITE  ZONES 


Shoppers  driving  in  North 
Beach  complain  of  more  and 
longer  white  zones.  Down 
the  sidewalk  they  go  from 
the  North  Beach  Restaurant, 
and  up  and  down  the  street 
by  the  Fior.  Down  with  this 
plague  of  the  Spreading 
White!  Time  to  give  the 
shopper  a  better  chance.  But 
remember  -  whenever  you  can  ■ 
leave  the  auto  at  home.  Get 
a  cart,  buggy,  tote  bag,  and 
a  hearty  friend  to  help 
push  or  pull  the  provisions 
up  the  Hill. 


SAVE  THE  WHALES 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RE  CL  AM  A  TORI 


P 


'  SAN  E  Ft  A  1ST  Cl  S  O  O 
TRAVEL  SERVICE 


IB 


7SB  Montgomery  Streetj 

Joan  Curry  —  owners  —  Susan  Smith 


WA 


BLDG  240  FT  MASON  SF  CALIF  94123 
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BEETHOVEN 

RESTAURANT 

A  Bit  Of  Germany 

DINNERS 

From  5:30  to  1  1 :00 

1701  POWELL  ST. 

CORNER  UNION  STREET 

391-4488 

Closed  Sun.  &  Mon. 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


HAIRSTYLING  SALON 
524 

GREEN 

STREET 

Specialty  Haircutting 
All  Lines  of  Hairdressing 
(Men  &  Women) 

391-7346 


1 767  Stockton  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
415/391-5903 

Jean  Bullock 

COOK  BOOKS 
TRAVELGUIDES 
GOURMET  GIFTS 


A  MASTERSTROKE  AT  THE 
FERRY  BUILDING 

Continental  Development  Corp. , 
retained  by  the  Port  to  remod¬ 
el  the  Ferry  Building  complex 
from  Pier  1  to  the  Agriculture 
Building,  was  able  to  obtain 
the  services  of  I.M.  Pei  & 
Partners,  designers  of  the 
fabulous  East  Wing  of  the 
National  Gallery  in  Washington. 
At  a  recent  luncheon  for  the 
Northeast  Waterfront  Advisory 
Committee,  James  Ingo  Freed, 
in  charge  of  the  project,  pre¬ 
sented  the  sensitive  and  highly 
creative  preliminary  plans 
which  preserve  the  historic 
features  of  the  building  whill^P 
making  them  an  integral  part 
of  a  revitalized  waterfront. 
Details  in  the  next  Semaphore. 
In  the  mean  time  we  refer  our 
readers  to  Allan  Temko's  lucid 
article  in  the  Chronicle  of 
Jan,  0. 


HAZARDOUS  AWNING 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI RECLAMA  TORI 


‘THEJN  PLACE  TO  DINE" 

CAPP’S  CORNER 

TS00  POWELL  ST.. 

909-2589' 

San  Francisco's  Finest  Italian 
Family  Style  Dinner  Restaurant 
Your  Hosts 

Frank  Sarubbi  Joe  Capp 


Among  the  sore  points  still 
troubling  North  Beach  walkers 
is  the  awning  at  Dante's 
Bar  on  Columbus.  Not  only 
was  a  mature  tree  removed  for 
post  supports  -  but  also  the 
posts  themselves  are  a  poten-^ 
tial  hazard  for  pedestrians , fP 
even  sober  ones.  ^ 
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December  18,  1980 


Mr.  3im  Augustino,  President 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
426  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

Dear  Mr.  Augustino: 

As  you  are  probably  aware,  San  Francisco's  cable  cars  are  in  desperate  need  of  major  restoration 
work,  in  order  to  keep  them  safe  and  operational. 

The  federal  government  has  promised  to  fund  80%  of  the  overall  project  cost  of  $60  million,  and 
has  already  released  $3  million  to  begin  the  engineering  and  design  phase.  However,  in  order  to 
qualify  for  this  funding,  San  Franciscans  must  raise  the  remaining  20%. 

Toward  this  end,  the  Committee  to  Save  the  Cable  Cars  was  formed  by  business  and  civic 
leaders  to  raise  approximately  $10  million.  Nearly  $1,250,000  has  already  contributed,  but  we 
still  have  a  long  way  to  go. 

We  believe  you  will  agree  that  preservation  of  the  cable  cars  is  consistent  with  the  objectives  of 
the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  It  is  our  hope  that  you  will  call  this  urgent  matter  to  the 
attention  of  your  members.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  number  of  brochures  elaborating  on  the 
"Save  the  Cable  Cars"  campaign.  We  would  be  happy  to  provide  any  additional  information  you 
might  require. 

Hopefully,  your  group  will  make  an  official  endorsement  of  our  efforts,  and  if  possible,  allocate 
a  tax-deductible  contribution  from  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers.  Of  course  we  welcome  the 
individual  support  of  your  members  as  well. 


We  are  confident  that  you  will  want  to  join  our  efforts,  and  we  look  forward  to  hearing  from 


you. 


President  &  Founder,  Committee  to  Save  the  Cable  Cars 


COMMITTEE  TO  SAVE  THE  CABLE  CARS,  a  non-profit  public  benefit  corporation 
Office  of  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce.  465  California  Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94104 
P.O.  Box  2888.  San  Francisco.  CA  94126.  (415)  392-4511  Campaign  Coordinator  Linda-Marie  Veth 


[cafe  americain) 

j 

31™  Columbus  Avenue 

Petits  Re  pas 

Fruits  Jus  Frais 

Desserts  Cafe 

788-9888 

M  on  day  -  Saturday  7  AM  -  Midnight 

Sunday  8:30 AM  4  PM 

(Call  ahead  for  food  to  take  out  788-9888)  J 

BAY  &  POWELL 

ITALIAN 

LUNCH  &  DINNER 
BANQUET  FACILITIES 

989-6000 

(CLOSED  MONDAYS) 


A.  SELLI  Inc. 

PLUMBING  •  HEATING 
•  CONTRACTING  • 

2054  Powell  Street 

near  Chestnut 

BOILERS 
WATER  HEATERS 
GAS  APPLIANCES 
FIRE  SPRINKLERS 

DAY  OR  NIGHT  •  362-1968 
PHONES  •  362-7909 
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NORTH  BEACH  HISTORICAL 
DISTRICT 

The  THD  welcomes  the  form¬ 
ation  of  the  new  North 
Beach  Association  of  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Professionals 
who  have  recently  incorpor¬ 
ated  to  apply  for  a  State 
Historical  District.  Their 
aims  are  to  promote  parks 
and  landscaping,  improve 
North  Beach  economy,  park¬ 
ing  facilities,  public  and 
private  transportation 
systems  and  police  protec¬ 
tion,  to  preserve  ethnic 


diversity  and  promote 
festivals,  fairs  and  other 
community  activities  to 
maintain  the  cosmopolitan 
flavor  they  now  enjoy. 

At  their  January  Board  of 
Directors'  meeting,  the  THD 
wrote  a  letter  of  welcome 
and  appointed  Nancy  Katz  as 
liaison  to  this  newly  formed 
organization.  ?7e  look  for¬ 
ward  to  working  cooperative¬ 
ly  with  them  on  many  pro¬ 
jects  of  mutual  benefit. 


<S* 


6U 

ION  GUSTO 

A 


Cucina  Toscana 

The  finest  meats,  vegetables,  fish  and  cheeses 
—  Pasta  made  fresh  daily  — 

1512  STOCKTON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
392-158/  •  392-1700 

open  7  days 
VALET  PARKING 


434-2248 


Vallejo  and 
Grant  Avenue 


FRESH  HOMEMADE  PASTA 
AND  FRESH  FISH 
FROM  OUR  OWN  BOA  T 

Open  7  Days  -  Dining  —  11:30  am  to  2:00  am 


* 
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MUNI  Transit 
December  1980 


ROUTE  CHANGES 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
MUNICIPAL  RAILWAY 

For  more  information,  call 


673-MUNI 
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Green  Belt  Area  for  East  Side  of  Telegraph  Hill 


As  a  result  of  an 
article  in  the  last  Sema¬ 
phore,  Mr.  David  Davies 
of  Calhoun  Terrace  contacted 
the  THD  about  creating  a 
green  belt  area  on  the  east 
side  of  Telegraph  Hill.  He 
said  he  had  a  piece  of  prop¬ 
erty  he  would  be  willing  to 
donate  to  create  this  area. 

He  further  stated  that  Friedl 
Klussman  also  had  property 
she  would  be  willing  to  donate. 

The  proposed  greenbelt  area 
has  grown  to  include  all 
undeveloped  properties  and 
City  right-of-ways  from 
Green  to  the  Filbert  Steps 
and  possibly  the  Greenwich 
Steps .  (See  Map) . 

A  meeting  was  arranged  with 
Mr.  Davies;  his  neighbors, 

Grace  De  Laet  and  Joe  DeValle; 
Charlie  Starbuck  of  City 
Planning;  Anne  Halsted,  Direc¬ 
tor;  Jim  Augustino,  president 
THD  and  Mary  Dunham  of  THD 
Parks  and  Open  Space  Committee 
to  look  at  the  east  side  of 
the  Hill. 


DFM  -  1/81 


Mr.  Davies  has  done  extensive 
planting  of  native  California 
plants  and  trees,  building  of 
retaining  walls,  and  the 
building  of  a  fence  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Union  Street 
Steps  to  keep  people  from 
climbing  over  the  edge  and 
pulling  out  plants.  The 
hillside  has  a  continuous 
slide  problem. 

The  project  has  developed  and 
expanded  to  the  point  where 
a  meeting  will  be  held  of 
interested  property  owners; 

Jim  Lillyquist ,  Recreation 
and  Park  Dept;  Marie  Zeller, 
City  Planning  Open  Spaces; 
Charlie  Starbuck,  City  Plan¬ 
ning  Commissioner;  Anne 
Hals ted.  Director  THD;  Trust 
for  Public  Land;  Ken  Maley 
of  Filbert  Steps ;  someone  to 
represent  the  Greenwich 
Steps;  and  Mary  Dunham,  the 
project  director. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  the 
end  of  February  to  see  if 
there  is  an  interest  in 
creating  such  an  area,  and 
how  best  to  create  the  area 
to  benefit  property  owners, 

Rec .  and  Park ,  and  the  general 
public . 
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BURGLARIES  UP  AND  DOWN 

Eleven  homes  on  the  Hill 
were  burglarized  in  October. 
Two  areas  seem  to  be  most 
popular,  the  top  of  the  Hill 
and  the  North  side.  Resi¬ 
dents  near* Montgomery  and 
along  Filbert  are  apt  to  be 
hit  either  daytime  or  at 
night.  Sadly,  another  rape 
was  reported,  this  time  from 
the  North  side  of  the  Hill. 

November's  burglaries 
were  down  to  three,  but  one 
of  them  involved  an  attempted 
rape.  No  arrests  have  been 
made  in  any  of  these  crimes. 
Members  anxious  to  prevent 
their  homes  from  being  next 
on  the  hit  list  will  be 
interested  in  an  idea  to  be 
discussed  at  the  February  17 
membership  meeting,  and  are 
welcome  to  call  Jim  Augustino 
956-1889 . 

December  was  a  light 
month  for  crime  on  Telegraph 
Hill. 

While  boosters  and  burg¬ 
lars  were  busy  working  other 
parts  of  the  city,  they  left 
us  pretty  much  alone.  There 
were  only  three  burglaries 
and  one  robbery  all  month. 

Bearded,  bedraggled 
undercover  cops,  who  work 
the  Hill  in  pairs  two  shifts 
a  day,  made  three  arrests. 


busting  a  purse-snatcher  in 
the  midst  of  an  assualt,  a 
thief  jimmying  open  a  car 
window,  and  a  drug  pusher. 

The  "S"  Squad  — plain¬ 
clothes  police  —  assigned  to 
Central  Station  and  the  FBI 
also  scored  in  December.  An 
alert  FBI  agent  arrested  an 
armed  man  who  robbed  a  Bay’ 

Street  bank  minutes  after  he 
hit  a  bank  in  another  part 
of  town. 


youR  PLA££  OR  MINE  ..NEXT? 

Laird  Durham  asked  Cap¬ 
tain  William  Koenig,  who  com 
mands  Central  Station,  if 
his  undercover  men  and  other 
stepped  up  patrols  of  the 
area  were  responsible  for  the 
improved  December  statistics. 
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Koenig  is  a  thoughtful 
and  articulate  man.  He's 
been  in  charge  of  Central 
Station  for  about  a  year, 
after  30  years  on  robbery 
detail.  He's  a  pro,  visibly 
respected  by  the  men  he  leads. 


"I  could  tell  you  those 
activities  made  the  differ¬ 
ence,"  he  replied,  "but  it 
would  be  bull  shit.  The 
truth  is  no  one  knows  why 
statistics  go  up  and  down. 

A  one-man  crime  wave  on  the 
Hill  can  throw  the  statistics 
for  a  loop.  Other  times  you 
just  can't  explain  it." 

I  Inspector  Robert 

McEachern,  an  operations 
officer  assigned  to  the  office 
of  the  Chief  of  Police,  agreed. 

"Statistics  are  useful 
to  politicians,  not  the 
police,"  he  said. 


But  there  is  no  question 
at  all  in  Capt.  Koenig's  mind 
about  the  sources  of  crime  on 
the  hill.  They're  the  housing 
project  on  Bay  and  the  flats 
and  cheap  hotels  lining  Broad¬ 
way  where  the  city's  welfare 
department  places  its  clients. 
One  family,  well-known  to 
police  in  another  district, 
recently  moved  into  the  Bay 
Street  housing  project. 

Already  Koenig  has  a  make  on 
several  members  of  the  family 
for  crimes  in. the  area, 
(continued  on  next  page) 


CAFFE 

TRIESTE 

Superb  Coffees 

Custom  Roasted  and 
Custom  Blended 

V  ailejo  at  Grant  Ave. 

San  Francisco 

^<>P  982-2605 

GIANI  GIOTTA 

392-6739 

Saturday  afternoon  concert 
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Qipat 


’g 

A6S  tauliMt 

casually  elegant  dining 
500  Broadwav 


reservations  preferred 
phone  (415)  982-9934 

Lunch  by  reservation  only 

Dinner  served  from  five  in  the  evening  to  midnight 

Closed  Mondavs 

French  Continental  Cuisine 


DECO  •  KITSCH  •  COLLECTIBLES  •  BOOKS  •  ANTIOUES 

TexfUFtc  GRerr/AM-CAmt*! 


1 562  Grant 
corner  Filbert 
at  Coit  Tower 
San  Francisco,  CA 
Tel  982-5539 


pckmi 

TAITL 


ZIP:  94133 
HOURS: 
Tues.  •  Sat. 
Noon  -  11PM 
Sun.  ■  12  Noon  5PM 
ion.  - 12  Noon  -  7PM 


It  doesn't  help  any  that 
judges  let  burglars  out  of 
jail  on  their  own  recognizance 
while  awaiting  trial. 

Koenig's  men  have  arrested 
some  burglars  as  many  as  four 
times  before  their  first  trial 
date  came  up. 

Alcohol  and  marijuana 
don't  help  either.  Koenig 
sees  crime  in  the  Marina, 
the  city's  safest  district, 
going  up  as  new  bars  open 
there. 

When  I  asked  Koenig  what 
he  thought  was  the  best  way  to 
stop  crime  on  the  Hill  he 
grinned.  ■ 


1411  grant  Avenue 


tiucchhiim 

cvcxilvc  jeweln^ 
cu*hnivje\Md.my-  Aculjjfutc-trpetiv 


491-1114 


Coffee  House 

733  COLUMBUS  AvE  YUKON  6-2420 


"I  can't  tell  you  any¬ 
thing  you  haven't  heard 
hundreds  of  times  before. 

The  best  way  is  to  reduce  the 
opportunities . " 


He  ticked  them  off.  Dead¬ 
bolt  your  doors.  Put  stops  in 
your  windows.  Put  grills  over 
windows  reachable  from  the 
ground.  Don't  leave  any¬ 
thing  worth  stealing  in  your 
car.  Don't  swing  your  purse. 
Go  out  in  pairs. 


And  be  alert.  Pay  atten¬ 
tion  to  what's  going  on  around 
you.  When  you  see  something ( 
suspicious,  take  evasive  or 
protective  action. 
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LANDMARKS  PRESERVATION 
£  SURVEY 


Perhaps  before  reading  this, 
you  may  have  seen  Mrs.  G. 
Bland  Platt  walking  around 
parts  of  Telegraph  Hill 

I  being  considered  for  an 
historic  district,  as  ex¬ 
plained  in  the  last  issue 
of  the  Semaphore.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  there  will  be  many 
questions,  and  Mrs.  Platt 
and  the  THD  will  appreciate 
the  assistance  of  neighbor¬ 
ing  residents. 


ATERFRONT  REDEVELOPMENT 
ROJECT  APPROVED 


The  project  described  in  our 
previous  Semaphore  was 
recently  approved  6:4  by  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.  Voting 
against  approval  were  Super¬ 
visors  Kopp,  Silver,  Horanzy 
and  Bardis .  The  two  Redevel¬ 
opment  parcels  south  of  the 
Ferry  Building  will  provide 
much  needed  housing,  two 
major  parks  and  the  rehabili¬ 
tation  of  historical  buildings. 
The  project  is  the  first  posi¬ 
tive  implementation  for  over  a 
decade  of  civic  planning  and 
will  revitalize  an  important 
tretch  of  our  unique  water- 
ront.  Committee  members 

Kill  carefully  monitor  the 
xecution  of  this  important 
phase . 


Windsurfers®  ft  Accessories 
SEASUIT  WETSUITS 


Windsurf  San  Francisco 

A  CERTIFIED  WINDSURFING  SCHOOL 
AT  PIER  39 

Mailing  Address:  1230  Grant  Ave.,  #545 


10%  off  to  members  of 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 


JOHN  F.  TANSLEY 

Owner-Instructor 


421-8353 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  REPORT 

MOTIONS  PASSED 
October  15,  1980 

To  designate  the  Landmarks 
Committee  to  negotiate  a 
contract  not  to  exceed 
$1000  with  Mrs.  Gee  Gee 
Platt  for  a  preliminary 
study  cost  proposal  for  a 
city  or  federal  historic 
district  on  Telegraph  Hill, 
and  present  that  contract  to 
the  Board  for  approval. 

To  authorize  Jack  Moss  to 
head  a  subcommittee  of  our 
Planning,  Zoning  Committee  to 
review  341  Lombard  and  take 
stands  consistent  with  past 
views  of  THD . 

To  regretfully  accept  the 
resignation  of  Carol 
Dunlap  as  Board  member  and 
chair  of  our  Crime  Committee, 
as  she  is  moving  out  of  the 
state . 


November  10,  1980 

To  approve  as  recommendations 
from  the  THD  the  Open  Space 
Committee  recommendations 
listed  in  the  last  Semaphore 
for  fund  requests. 

To  recommend  to  the  Open  Spac 
Committee  that  the  Board 


requests  discretionary 
review  of  concept  and  designs 
of  final  plans  of  the  Open 
Space  Committee. 

To  give  moral  support  for  the 
class  action  suit  against  the 
helicopter  companies  by  Mr. 

Ed  Van  Egri  be  given  Mr.  Van 
Egri,  and  to  consult  an 
attorney  to  investigate  what 
liability  on  the  part  of  a 
group  would  be  involved  if 

it  joined  the  suit;  further 
that  THD  join  the  suit  if  no 
major  liability  would  be 
brought  against  the  Dwellers. 

To  offer  for  sale  Telegraph 
Neighborhood  Center  tee  shirt 
at  the  next  general  meeting, 
to  benefit  the  Tel  Hi  youth 
program. 

To  support  the  North  Beach 
Merchants  Association  and 
request  membership  as  ex 
officio  to  promote  a  good 
relationship  between  the  Hill 
and  North  Beach. 

To  request  a  special  meeting 
with  the  Malt  Factor  devel¬ 
opers  for  the  Board  and  other 
members  and  neighbors  inter¬ 
ested  in  this  project,  and  to 
announce  this  at  a  general 
membership  meeting  so  nego¬ 
tiations  with  the  developers 
can  be  initiated;  further; 
that  the  meeting  be  held  with 


page  20 


• 

both  the  developers  and  local 
residents  be  held  at  the  same 
time . 

December  9,  1980 

To  include  the  corner  building 
from  Green  on  Grant  (NE  corner) 
to  the  Savoy  Tivoli  in  our 
recommendation  to  the  Landmarks 
Committee  that  landmark  status 
be  given  to  that  building  as 
well  as  the  Old  Spaghetti 
Factory . 

To  endorse  the  Old  Spaghetti 
Factory  as  a  landmark. 


January 


14  , 


1981 


To  ask  Nancy  Katz  to  continue 
to  represent  THD  with  the 
North  Beach  Merchants  and 
Professional  Association  as 
she  has  been  doing  unoffic¬ 
ially  for  some  time. 


To  send  a  letter  of  support 
to  the  Save  the  Cable  Cars 
group,  enclose  a  $25  contri¬ 
bution,  and  publicize  the 
situation  and  our  action  in 
the  Semaphore  and  at  the  next 
membership  meeting. 


I 


To  protest  to  DPW  the  plan  of 
the  Dante  bar  to  keep  its 
awning,  put  other  blockages 
n  the  sidewalk,  and  elimin¬ 
ate  at  least  one  parking  space 
to  make  a  white  zone. 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship" 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  »  781-6277 _ 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94  133 
Phone:  DOuglas  2-3324 


LITTLE  CITY  LITHO 
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♦SEMAPHORE  STAFF* 


r 


427  Columbus  Avenue 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF.  94133 
415/902-2097 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


EDITOR 

Margaret  Gwathmey 
BUSINESS  MANAGER 


John  Holmes 

MAKE-UP  STAFF 
Lynne  Burwell 
Trudi  Kelly 
John  Robiola 

AD  STAFF 
John  Holmes 
Erich  Johnson 
Carolyn  French 
Jo  Rossiter 
Peg  Smith 


CONTRIBUTORS 
Jim  Augustino 
Maggie  Baylis 
.Mary  Dunham 
Laird  Dunham 
David  Dibble 
Bob  Katz 
Nancy  Katz 
Herb  Kosovitz 
David  Myrick 
Craig  McCabe 


Oe  Martini  Bros.  Inc. 


GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 
1831  POWELL  ST.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL  94133 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI RECLAMA  TORI 


“WELCOME!” 

THD  New  &  Reinstated 
Members 


Mary  Bartholomew 
Rosalyn  Benjet 
Bill  Carmichael 
James  Dunathan 
George  Fischer 
Larry  Habegger 
Melinda  Hamm 
Michele  Mourraille 
Paulette  O'Connell 
Ron  Pelsinger 
Robert  Warren 
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NORTH  BEACH  PLAYGROUND 

Representatives  from 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers,  the 
community,  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Dept.,  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  met  to  decide 
how  best  to  use  $40,000  addi¬ 
tional  funding  from  1980  Open 
Space  Money  to  complete  Phasell, 

Decisions  were  made  to 
remove  the  small  metal  jungle 
gym  altogether,  remove  the 
concrete  sand  box,  and  move 
the  baby  swings  to  where  the 
small  metal  jungle  gym  is  now. 

A  new  sand  box  would  be 
created  in  the  corner  nearest 


the  stairs.  The  sand  box 
would  be  triangular,  have 
ramps,  tunnels,  and  counting 
devices . 

The  area  left  open  by  the 
removal  of  the  baby  swings 
would  have  muscular  devel¬ 
opment  equipment.  A  small 
dish  shaped  merry  go  round 
would  go  near  the  slide. 

New  plants  and  landscap¬ 
ing  will  be  done.  Also  more 
garbage  cans  will  be  placed 
in  the  play  area. 

Construction  is  due  to 
begin  July  1,  1981. 


j)t  tJdlciiHj  by  '  JimtntH  H 


(A 


m 


CREATIVE  POWER 

M  t  irilh  Wmwto 


C  H'll  N 


6 4  Darrell  Place 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94133 
THE  ANCIENT  CHINESE  I  CHING  IS 
PROBABLY  THE  OLDEST  BOOK  IN 
EXISTENCE,  AND  2500  YEARS  AGO  IT 
RECEIVED  THE  HIGHEST  PRAISE  FROM 
ITS  ILLUSTRIOUS  COMMENTATOR, 
CONFUCIUS.  THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  I 
CHING  IS  TO  PROVIDE  A  SYSTEM  OF 
KNOWLEDGE  WHEREBY  MAN  CAN 
ANALYZE  THE  PATTERN  OF  CHANGES  IN 
LIFE  GOVERNED  BY  THE  IMMUTABLE 
LAW  OF  CHANGE.  IF,  THEN,  WITH  THE 
HELP  OF  THIS  "BOOK  OF  WISDOM"  WE 
ARE  SUCCESSFUL  IN  ATTAINING  A  DEEP 
UNDERSTANDING  OF  THE  LAWS  OF 
CHANGE,  AND  WE  CAN  RELATE  OUR 
AFFAIRS  TO  THE  RIGHT  POINT  IN  THE 
EVERLASTING  PROCESS  OF  EBB  AND 
FLOW,  RISING  AND  FALLING,  WE  SHOULD 
BE  ABLE  TO  DETERMINE  THE  BEST 
ACTION  TO  BE  TAKEN  IN  EVERY  EVENT 
MET  IN  LIFE. 


■ 


FRANK  MCMANUS 

(415i  421-5970 
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362-4726 

NEW  PISA 
ESTAURANT 

550  Green 
Street 


ITALIAN  FOOD 
Open 

Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 
Except  Wednesday 
Banquet  Facilities 


Speedy'S 


781-6168 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 

301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


COST  PLUS, 

HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS  FROM 
ROUND  THE 
WORLD! 


Fisherman’s  Wharf 
2552  Taylor  St.  at  North  Point 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


# 

HELICOPTER  NOISE  POLLUTION 

We  understand  that  the  new 
Fisherman's  Wharf  Committee 
is  proposing  to  eliminate  all 
helicopter  permits  after  the 
current  one  expires  in  1985. 

In  the  meantime,  our  Russian 
Hill  neighbor  Edward  Van 
Egri  has  retained  an  attorney 
to  insure  the  abatement  of 
the  helicopter  noise  as 
contrary  to  City  ordinances 
and  therefore  in  violation 
of  paragraph  18  of  Commodore's 
lease  with  the  Port. 

The  residents  of  Russian  and 
Telegraph  Hill  are  looking 
forward  to  the  elimination  of 
this  intolerable  interf erencA 
with  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property  rights. 


BRAVO,  PORT  STAFF...  TAKE 
NOTICE,  PLANNING  STAFF! 


The  Port,  landlord  of  Pier  39 
recently  intervened  to  have  a 
huge  illegal  parking  sign  re¬ 
moved  from  the  bridge  linking 
the  garage  with  the  Pier.  We 
hope  that  the  Planning  Staff 
will  take  similar  action  con¬ 
cerning  offensive  parking 
signs  on  the  garage  proper, 
as  well  as  the  one  for  the  Red 
and  White  fleet. 
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LOMBARD  CONDO  STATUS 

The  developer  project  at  341 
Lombard  seeks  a  6-story ,  9,000 
square  foot  condo  on  a  25  x 
137-foot  lot,  including  excav¬ 
ation  the  length  of  the  lot 
to  depths  of  up  to  30  feet 
(see  last  issue) .  The  re¬ 
sulting  building  would  be 
over  60  feet  above  the 
street.  Thus,  it  poses  both 
an  immediate  disaster  for 
surrounding  neighbors  and  an 
extremely  dangerous  precedent 
for  the  rest  of  the  Hill. 

Vigorous  efforts  by  many 
(■neighbors  have  resulted  in  an 
l^rLnitial  breakthrough.  The 
Planning  Department  has 
determined  that  both  Environ¬ 
mental  Review  and  Discretion¬ 
ary  Review  shall  be  applied. 
This  affords  the  Dwellers  and 
nearby  property  owners  a  prop¬ 
er  forum  in  which  to  raise 
immediate  and  long  range 
objections  to  this  kind  of 
development . 


The  developer  must  first 
submit  an  application  for 
Environmental  Evaluation. 

This  the  developer  has  not 
done  as  of  mid- January. 

When  he  does  so,  neighbor- 
^^hood  input  should  be  directed 
lytio  Alec  Bash,  Office  of 
Environmental  Review,  City 
■  Planning  Department,  100 
Larkin. 


Washington  Square  ^  ^  r 

Bar^Grill. 

■ 

Washington 
Square 
.  Park 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

Union 

I  ^ 

Thomas  Cara  Ltd. 


Espresso  machines  for  the 
home  or  business;  new  or 
rebuilt,  at  lowest  prices 
in  San  Francisco 


517  Pacific  Ave.  SU.  1-0383 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI RECLAMA  TORI 
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Money  for  Parks  and  Open  Space 

Improvement  projects  for  parks  and  open  spaces  in  the 
North  Beach  area  are  funded  and  some  due  for  construction 
soon.  The  projects  include:  renovating  the  Washington 
Square  bathrooms,  fixing  the  flood  lights,  resurfacing 
the  play  area  and  tennis  courts,  and  finishing  the  children's 
playground  at  North  Beach  Playground,  resodding  Pioneer 
Park  at  Coit  Tower,  resurfacing  the  path  to  Coit  Tower,  and 
planting  the  area  behind  Garfield  School. 

To  renovate  the  Washington  Square  bathrooms,  $75,000  of 
1980  Community  Development  funds  has  been  granted,  said  Tim 
Lillyquist ,  Management  Assistant  for  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Dept.  He  said  in  a  phone  interview  that  the  design  of  _ 

the  new  facilities  was  started  in  August  1980  and  is  now  ^ 
85%  complete.  Bids  for  construction  begin  in  February,  1981, 
he  said. 

Renovation  of  the  North  Beach  Playground  flood  lights 
will  cost  an  estimated  $100,000,  which  has  been  granted  by 
1980  Community  Development  money,  said  Lillyquist.  He  said 
work  will  begin  June  1,  1981. 

The  North  Beach  Playground  play  area  and  tennis  courts 
need  resurfacing  and  will  cost  an  estimated  $100,000,  said 
Lillyquist.  Mary  Dunham  and  Jane  Winslow  of  THD  Park  and 
Open  Space  Committee  applied  for  the  $100,000  from  1981 
Open  Space  money  before  the  Recreation  and  Park  Advisory 
Committee.  Also,  $50,000  was  requested  to  repair  and 
expand  the  play  structure  at  Washington  Square  Park.  The 
Committee  met  January  12  to  make  its  budget  recommendations 
to  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 

Phase  two  of  North  Beach  Playground  Children's  areas 
has  been  granted  $40,000  of  1980  Open  Space  money,  accordin 
to  Peter  Ashe  of  the  Rec  and  Park  Dept.  Construction 
starts  July  1,  1981  said  Lillyquist. 
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Jim  Rogers,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Parks  and  Squares, 
has  recommended  to  the  Rec  and  Parks  Department  to  resod 
Pioneer  Park.  Lillyquist  said  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  will  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  project.  However, 
Lillyquist  feels  if  the  grass  does  not  grow,  .then  another 
solution  will  have  to  be  found.  He  suggested  more  ground 
cover  plants, a  walk  way  to  the  point,  grass  in  less  heavily 
used  areas  and  in  sunnier  areas,  and  moving  the  park  benches 
closer  together. 


In  the  proposal  for  Open  Space  money,  Dunham  and  Winslow 
requested  four  potted  palms  for  the  mural  room  at  Coit  Tower. 
However,  this  request  does  not  meet  the  requirements  of 
Open  Space  Money,  said  Lillyquist,  and  the  Rec  and  Park 
Dept ' s  nursery  is  low  on  stock  of  potted  palms.  Those 
the  nursery  has  are  small.  Dunham  and  Winslow  would  like 
to  suggest  the  palms  be  donated.  According  to  the  nursery 
|5  to  6  foot  potted  palm  wholesale  price  is  $150  to  $175. 
Wiyone  wanting  to  make  a  contribution  to  buy  palms  can  reach 
Mary  Dunham  at  397-0842. 


Jane  Winslow  applied  for  Open  Space  money  for  the  area 
behind  Garfield  School.  The  funds  would  be  used  for  land¬ 
scaping,  benches,  and  lighting.  However,  after  a  discussion 
with  David  Myrick  of  the  Landmarks  Committee,  Winslow  agreed 
that  creating  an  area  designed  for  gathering  of  people  may 
not  be  a  good  idea  in  that  location.  Myrick  said  the 
particular  area  gets  a  lot  of  late  night  use.  Winslow  agreed 
to  an  attractive  ground  cover.  Lillyquist  has  also  recom¬ 
mended  to  Department  of  Public  Works  that  this  area  remain 
under  their  department.  He  further  said  that  Rec  and  Park 
will  plant  the  area  with  a  low  maintenance  ground  cover  as 
there  are  not  water  faucets  nearby.  DPW  would  then  be 
responsible  for  the  maintenance,  said  Lillyquist. 


m 


The  paved  path  leading  to  Coit  Tower  needs  resurfacing, 
aid  Lillyquist.  He  will  strongly  recommend  at  the  Rec 
nd  Park  Renovation  Committee  meeting  the  last  week  in 
anuary,  that  the  path  be  resurfaced. 
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Reservations  after  Feb.  14  are  $10 
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